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CURRENT AFFAIRS (26/11/2022) 

1) MISCELLANEOUS 

TOPIC: GURU TEGH BAHADUR 

Why is it in the news? 

I) November 24, is 

commemorated as the Shaheedi 

Divas of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the 

ninth guru of the Sikhs, who 

stood up against forcible 

conversions by the Mughals, and 

was executed on the orders of 

Aurangzeb in 1675. 

II) At the site of Guru Tegh 

Bahadur’s execution stands 

Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib in 

Delhi’s Chandni Chowk. 

ABOUT GURU TEGH BAHADUR 

I) Tegh Bahadur was born in 

Amritsar on April 21, 1621 to Mata 

Nanki and Guru Hargobind, the 

sixth Sikh guru, who raised an 

army against the Mughals and 

introduced the concept of 

warrior saints. 

II) As a boy, Tegh Bahadur was 

called Tyag Mal because of his 

ascetic nature. He spent his early 

childhood in Amritsar under the 

tutelage of Bhai Gurdas, who 

taught him Gurmukhi, Hindi, 

Sanskrit, and Indian religious 

philosophy, while Baba Budha 

trained him in swordsmanship, 

archery, and horse-riding. 

III) He was only 13 when he 

distinguished himself in a battle 

against a Mughal chieftain. His 

bravery and swordsmanship in the 

battle earned him the name of 

Tegh Bahadur. 

IV) He was married to Mata Gujri 

at Kartarpur in 1632, and 

subsequently left for Bakala near 

Amritsar. 

THE NINTH SIKH GURU 

I) After Guru Ram Das, the fourth 

Sikh guru, the guruship became 

hereditary. When Tegh Bahadur’s 

elder brother Gurditta died young, 

the guruship went to his 14-year-

old son, Guru Har Rai, in 1644. He 

remained on the seat until his 

death at the age of 31 in 1661. 

II) Guru Har Rai was succeeded by 

his five-year-old son Guru Har 

Krishan, who passed away 

in Delhi in 1664 before he could 

reach the age of eight. It is said 

that when asked about his 

successor, he took the name of 

“Baba Bakala”, his grand uncle. 

III) Guru Tegh Bahadur had built 

a ‘bhora’ (basement) in his house 

at Bakala where he spent most 

of his time in meditation. In the 

ancient Indian tradition, 

‘bhoras’ were considered ideal 

for meditation as they were 

soundproof and had an even 

temperature. But since Guru Har 

Krishan hadn’t directly named 

Guru Tegh Bahadur, many 

claimants cropped up. 

IV) Dr Hardev Singh from the 

Department of Religious Studies, 

Sri Guru Granth Sahib World 

University, Fatehgarh Sahib, said 

that according to lore, Makhan 

Shah, a wealthy trader whose ship 

was caught in a storm at sea, had 
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prayed that if it was saved he 

would give 500 gold mohurs 

(coins) to the reigning guru. But 

when he reached Delhi, he learnt 

that Har Krishan had passed away 

and there was a line of claimants 

at Bakala. It is said that he 

decided that whoever was the real 

guru would ask him for the exact 

sum he had promised in his 

prayers. 

V) He had exhausted his options 

when he was told about Tegh 

Bahadur meditating in the ‘bhora’. 
Tegh Bahadur took one look at 

Makhan Shah, and told him that 

he had promised 500 coins. He 

added, “It’s not wise to test your 

guru.” An ecstatic Makhan Shah is 

said to have run to the rooftop and 

shouted “Guru ladho re! (I have 

found the guru!)” 
VI) Soon afterward, Tegh Bahadur 

moved to Kiratpur Sahib. In 1665, 

on the invitation of Raja Bhim 

Chand of Kahlur who was his 

devotee, he bought land at 

Makhowal village and renamed it 

Chak Nanki (now Anandpur Sahib) 

after his mother. 

The Guru’s times 

I) Aurangzeb was the ruling 

Mughal emperor at the time. 

There were conversions, either 

through a government order or 

through coercion. When people 

were charged with some crime or 

misdemeanour, they would be 

pardoned if they converted. 

II) Guru Tegh Bahadur who started 

travelling extensively through 

Malwa and Majha, first came into 

conflict with the authorities when 

he started questioning the 

tradition of worshipping at the 

graves of pirs and faqirs. He 

preached against this practice, and 

urged his followers to be ‘nirbhau’ 
(fearless) and ‘nirvair’ (without 

envy). 

III) His sermons, delivered in a mix 

of Sadukhri and Braj languages, 

were widely understood from Sindh 

to Bengal. The metaphors he used 

resonated with people across North 

India. Guru Tegh Bahadur often 

alluded to Panchali (Draupadi) and 

Ganika in his preachings and 

declared that Hindustan could 

regain its piety if it took refuge in 

one God. 

Run-in with the Mughals 

I) As his message began to spread, 

a local chieftain at Dhamtan near 

Jind in present-day Haryana 

picked him up on fabricated 

charges of collecting revenue from 

villagers, and took him to Delhi.  

II) But Raja Ram Singh of Amer, 

whose family was a long-time 

follower of the gurus, intervened 

and kept him in his house for 

around two months until he 

convinced Aurangzeb that the guru 

was a holy man with no political 

ambitions. 

III) Earlier, Raja Jai Singh of Amer 

had donated land for a 

dharamshala where the gurus 

could rest while visiting Delhi. The 

present-day Bangla Sahib 

gurdwara is built on this site. 

Travels beyond Punjab 
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I) Dr Amarjit Singh, director, Guru 

Granth Sahib Department, Guru 

Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, 

said that a little more than a year 

after setting up his headquarters 

in present-day Anandpur Sahib in 

1665, the guru spent four-odd 

years travelling up to Dhaka in the 

east, and going up to Puri in 

Odisha. He also visited Mathura, 

Agra, Benares, Allahabad, and 

Patna, where he left his wife and 

her brother in the care of the local 

devotees. Guru Gobind Singh was 

born in Patna in 1666. 

II) While the guru was on the way 

back from Dhaka, Raja Ram Singh 

sought his help to broker a truce 

with the Ahom king. 

Gurdwara Dhubri Sahib on the 

banks of the Brahmaputra 

commemorates this peace accord. 

The guru was also honoured 

at Guwahati’s Kamakhya temple. 

III) According to historians, the 

guru rushed back to Punjab on 

learning about the increasing 

atrocities by the Mughals. 

Guru’s martyrdom 

I) Back in Anandpur Sahib, the 

Guru was approached by Kirpa 

Das, a Kashmiri Brahmin who 

sought his protection with a group 

from the Valley. Das told Guru 

Tegh Bahadur that local chieftains 

had told him to convert or face 

retribution. The guru assured Das 

and his group of his protection and 

told them to tell the Mughals that 

they should first try to convert the 

guru. 

II) Aurangzeb considered this an 

open challenge to his authority. 

According to the ‘Sri Gur Bilas 

Patshahi Dasmi’, a biography of 

Guru Gobind Singh by Kavi 

Sukha Singh written in 1797, the 

Guru himself went to Delhi where 

he revealed his identity, and was 

arrested by the Mughals. 

III) In a paper titled ‘Who killed 

Guru Tegh Bahadur?’, historian 

Sardar Kapur Singh wrote that 

Aurangzeb ordered the public 

execution of the Guru on 

November 11, 1675 after the 

guru declined to embrace Islam. 

He was tortured to death and 

beheaded at Chandni Chowk along 

with his three companions, Bhai 

Mati Das, who was torn asunder, 

Bhai Sati Das, who was burnt to 

death, and Bhai Dyala ji, who was 

put in boiling water. Till the very 

end they were asked to change 

their minds, but they remained 

resolute. Gurdwara Sis Ganj was 

built on the site on which they 

were executed in 1783. 

IV) There is some confusion 

regarding the date of Guru Tegh 

Bahadur’s martyrdom. Until a 

decade or so ago, it used to be 

observed on November 11 but ever 

since some scholars sought to 

introduce the Nanakshahi calendar 

to fix dates of important events in 

the Sikh history, it has been 

observed on November 24. 

V) Dr Hardev Singh attributed this 

confusion to the change in 

calendars over the years. “The 

Islamic Hijri calendar was in force 

https://indianexpress.com/elections/dhubri-lok-sabha-election-results/
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/guwahati/


 

www.kpias.net 

when Guru ji was beheaded. Later, 

Sikh historians started relying on 

the lunisolar Bikrami Samvat 

calendar traditionally used in the 

Indian subcontinent. And then the 

British introduced the Gregorian 

calendar. This led to some 

confusion.” 
A few years ago, some Sikh 

scholars sought to introduce the 

Nanakshahi calendar to fix the 

dates of important historical events 

in the Sikh history but there was 

no unanimity on it. 

VI) Describing his father in 

Vichitra Natak, Guru Gobind 

Singh, the tenth guru who 

founded the Khalsa, wrote: 

“Dharam het saka jin kiya, sees 

diya par sir nahin diya (He 

sacrificed his life for dharma, he 

gave up his head but not his 

honour).” 
2) ECONOMY 

TOPIC: THE STORY OF MILLETS 

Why is it in the news? 

At a pre-launch celebration of the 

International Year of Millets 

2023 organised by the Ministries 

of Agriculture and External 

Affairs, External Affairs Minister S 

Jaishankar named “Covid, 

conflict, and climate” as the 

world’s main food security 

challenges, and placed the 

cultivation and popularisation of 

millets in the context of the 

wider imperative of “de-risking 

the global economy”. 
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I) The word millets is used to 

describe small-grained cereals like 

sorghum (jowar), pearl millet 

(bajra), foxtail millet (kangni/ 

Italian millet), little millet (kutki), 

kodo millet, finger millet (ragi/ 

mandua), proso millet (cheena/ 

common millet), barnyard millet 

(sawa/ sanwa/ jhangora), and 

brown top millet (korale). 

II) Millets were among the first 

crops to be domesticated. There 

is evidence for consumption of 

millets by the Indus valley 

people (3,000 BC), and several 

varieties that are now grown 

around the world were first 

cultivated in India. West Africa, 

China, and Japan are home to 

indigenous varieties of the crop. 

III) Millets are now grown in more 

than 130 countries, and are the 

traditional food for more than half 

a billion people in Asia and Africa. 

They require much less water 
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than rice and wheat, and are 

mainly grown in rainfed areas. 

IV) Globally, sorghum (jowar) is 

the biggest millet crop. The 

major producers of jowar are the 

United States, China, Australia, 

India, Argentina, Nigeria, and 

Sudan. Bajra is another major 

millet crop; India and some 

African countries are major 

producers. 

V) According to the Agriculture 

Ministry data, In India, millets 

are mainly a kharif crop. During 

2018-19, three millet crops — 

bajra (3.67%), jowar (2.13%), and 

ragi (0.48%) — accounted for 

about 7 per cent of the gross 

cropped area in the country. 

‘HIGH NUTRITIVE VALUE’ 
I) Millets are considered to be 

“powerhouses of nutrition”. On 

April 10, 2018, the Agriculture 

Ministry declared millets as “Nutri 

Cereals”. Jowar, bajra, ragi/ 

mandua, the minor millets — 

kangani/ kakun, cheena, kodo, 

sawa/ sanwa/ jhangora, and kutki 

— and the two pseudo millets, 

buckwheat (kuttu) and amaranth 

(chaulai), which have “high 

nutritive value” are now regarded 

as “Nutri Cereals” for the purposes 

of production, consumption, and 

trade. 

II) The Story of Millets published 

by the Karnataka State 

Department of Agriculture in 

association with ICAR-Indian 

Institute of Millets 

Research, Hyderabad, says, 

“Millets contain 7-12% protein, 2-

5% fat, 65-75% carbohydrates and 

15-20% dietary fibre… Small 
millets are more nutritious 

compared to fine cereals. They 

contain higher protein, fat and 

fibre content.” 
YEAR OF MILLETS 

I) On March 3, 2021, the United 

Nations General Assembly 

(UNGA) adopted a resolution to 

declare 2023 as the 

International Year of Millets.  

II) The proposal was moved by 

India, and was supported by 72 

countries. Several events and 

activities, including conferences 

and field activities, and the issuing 

of stamps and coins, are expected 

as part of the celebrations aimed at 

spreading awareness about millets, 

inspiring stakeholders to improve 

production and quality, and 

attracting investments. 

MILLETS UNDER PDS 

I) Under the National Food 

Security Act (NFSA), 2013, 

eligible households are entitled 

to get rice, wheat, and coarse 

grain at Rs 3, Rs 2, and Re 1 per 

kg respectively. While the Act 

does not mention millets, coarse 

grains are included in the 

definition of “foodgrains” under 

Section 2(5) of the NFSA. 

II) The push to distribute coarse 

grains under the PDS has not 

gained momentum. The Centre has 

accepted the recommendation of a 

committee set up by it, that millets 

be included in the PDS in order to 

improve nutritional support.  

https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/hyderabad/
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According to the Agriculture 

Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 

“the time has come for the Public 

Distribution System to shift the 

focus of distribution programs 

from basic calories to provide a 

more diverse food basket that 

includes millets to improve the 

nutritional status of pre-school 

children and women of 

reproductive age”. 
MSP FOR MILLETS 

I) The government declares 

a Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

for jowar, bajra, and ragi only.  

II) For KMS 2022-23, the MSP for 

jowar hybrid was declared at Rs 

2,970 per quintal, and that for 

jowar maldandi at Rs 2,990 per 

quintal.  

III) The MSP for bajra and ragi 

were Rs 2,350 per quintal and Rs 

3,578 per quintal respectively. 

MAIN MILLETS STATES 

I) Jowar is mainly grown in 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 

Telangana, and Madhya Pradesh.  

II) In 2020-21, the area under 

jowar stood at 4.24 million 

hectares, while production was 

4.78 million tonnes. Maharashtra 

accounted for the largest area 

(1.94 mn ha) and production (1.76 

million tonnes) of jowar during 

2020-21. 

III) Bajra is mainly grown in 

Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 

Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya 

Pradesh, Maharashtra and 

Karnataka.  

IV) Of the total 7.75 mn ha under 

bajra in 2020-21, the highest (4.32 

mn ha) was in Rajasthan. The 

state also produced the most bajra 

in the country (4.53 million tonnes 

of the total 10.86 million tonnes) in 

2020-21. 

CONSUMPTION PATTERNS 

I) In the latest available NSSO 

household consumption 

expenditure survey (which is more 

than a decade old), less than 10 

per cent of rural and urban 

households reported consumption 

of millets. 

II) In rural areas, of the 11.231 kg 

of cereals consumed by a person in 

a month in 2011-12, 6.125 kg was 

rice, and 4.439 kg was wheat. Very 

little millets were consumed: 201 

grams jowar, 246 g bajra, 75 g 

ragi, and 4 g of small millets.  

More than 95% of rural 

households reported consumption 

of rice and more than 59% wheat; 

only 8.5%, 6.6%, and 5.3% 

reported consumption of jowar, 

bajra, and ragi respectively. 

III) In urban areas, monthly per 

capita consumption of cereals 

(9.322 kg) was lower than in rural 

areas. The monthly per capita 

consumption of jowar, bajra, ragi, 

and small millets were recorded at 

just 139 g, 91 g, 60 g, and 1 g. 

The consumption of millets was 

reported mainly from Gujarat 

(jowar and bajra), Karnataka 

(jowar and ragi), Maharashtra 

(jowar and bajra), Rajasthan 

(bajra), and Uttarakhand (ragi). 
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POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

I) Millet is grown mainly in low-

income and developing countries 

in Asia and Africa, and are part of 

the food basket of about 60 crore 

people across the globe.  

II) By proposing the resolution to 

celebrate 2023 as the International 

Year of Millets, India pitched itself 

as a leader of this group. This is 

similar to the Indian initiative on 

the 121-nation International Solar 

Alliance. 

3) POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

TOPIC: HOW TO CEMENT THE 

ELECTION COMMISSION’S 

CREDIBILITY 

Why is it in the news? 

I) A vital issue of national 

importance dominating the 

headlines for the last few days is 

the PIL in the Supreme Court 

regarding the autonomy and 

neutrality of the Election 

Commission of India (ECI).  

II) This PIL was filed by a BJP 

leader and advocate Ashwini 

Upadhyay in November 2018 but 

unfortunately, the Court did not 

give it the priority it deserved. 

When the five-judge Constitution 

Bench finally started hearing it, 

the importance of the subject 

became clear. 

ELECTION COMMISSION  

I) The Constitution intended the 

Election Commission to be fiercely 

independent and vested it with 

enormous powers of 

superintendence, direction and 

control over all elections.  

II) The apex court has repeatedly 

adjudged these powers to be 

absolute and unquestionable. It 

has declared Article 324 to be 

the reservoir of all powers of the 

ECI and has repeatedly declared 

free and fair elections to be part 

of the basic structure of the 

Constitution. 

III) Equipped with so much power 

and authority, it is only expected 

that the Chief Election 

Commissioner (CEC) of India 

would be fiercely independent and 

non-partisan. But is that the 

situation on the ground? 

THE PIL AND THE ISSUE 

I) For much of Indian democracy’s 

history, the ECI has performed 

very well, earning accolades not 

only from the citizens of India but 

the world.  

II) The track record of most CECs 

was exemplary in displaying 

independence and neutrality, with 

the courage to stand up to the 

government of the day and it was 

hoped that this trend would 

continue. But hope can never be a 

strategy. There has to be an 

institutional mechanism to ensure 

the independence and neutrality of 

the ECI. Hence this PIL. 

III) The root of the problem lies 

in the flawed system of 

appointment of the Election 

Commissioners. They are 

appointed unilaterally by the 

government of the day.  

It’s important to recall B R 

Ambedkar’s statement to the 

Constituent Assembly that “the 
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tenure can’t be made a fixed and 

secure tenure if there is no 

provision in the Constitution to 

prevent a fool or a naive or a 

person who is likely to be under 

the thumb of the executive”. 
IV) There has been a demand for 

appointments through a broad-

based consultation, as is done in 

most countries, including 

parliamentary scrutiny. The 

mechanism proposed is simple: A 

collegium consisting of the 

Prime Minister, leader of the 

Opposition (LOP) and the Chief 

Justice of India (CJI). This 

system is already in operation for 

the appointment of the Central 

Vigilance Commissioner, Chief 

Information Commissioner and 

Director of the Central Bureau of 

Investigation.  

This will obviate the possibility of 

allegations against the incumbent 

of being partisan to the 

government. Opposition parties 

would not be able to raise a finger 

against the incumbent since the 

LOP would be a party to the 

selection. 

V) Another systemic problem is 

uncertainty over the elevation of an 

Election Commissioner to the post 

of CEC, which makes them 

vulnerable to government 

pressure. They consider 

themselves on probation, always 

conscious of how their conduct is 

viewed by the government, which 

can exploit this fear.  

Since all three members have 

equal voting rights and all 

decisions in the commission are 

taken by the majority, the 

government can even control an 

independent-minded CEC through 

the majority voting power of the 

two Election Commissioners. 

In its 255th Report, the Law 

Commission of India also 

recommended a collegium 

system for appointing Election 

Commissioners. Political stalwarts 

such as LK Advani and many 

former CECs including BB Tandon, 

N Gopalaswami, TS 

Krishnamurthy has supported the 

idea, even while in office. But 

successive ruling dispensations 

have ducked the issue, not 

wanting to let go of their power. 

VI) Apart from the manner of 

appointment, the provision for the 

removal of Election Commissioners 

also needs correction. At present, 

only the CEC is protected from 

being removed (except through 

impeachment). One has to 

remember that the Constitution 

enabled protection for the CEC as 

it was initially a one-man 

Commission. Logically, this should 

have been extended to the other 

two Commissioners, who were 

added in 1993, as they collectively 

represent the ECI. That oversight 

will hopefully be corrected by the 

current Bench. 

VII) In the rich history of 

democratic India, all institutions of 

the state have come under 

pressure at one point or another. 

But the strength of character of an 

institution is tested when political 
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influence is brought to bear on it. 

We must have systemic safeguards 

against this eventuality. 

VIII) In a recent debate on electoral 

reforms in the Rajya Sabha, the 

issue of appointments of Election 

Commissioners was debated and 

many political parties demanded 

the introduction of a collegium 

system. 

Ironically, what is perhaps the 

most powerful commission in the 

world has the most flawed system 

of appointment. Nowhere in the 

world does the government of the 

day unilaterally appoint the 

election commissioner. It is always 

by a collegium or even a full 

parliamentary scrutiny or 

interview. In some countries, the 

candidates are interviewed on 

television for the nation to see. 

Way Forward 

I) The recent questions raised 

about the ECI’s credibility are 

certainly worrying. An ECI in office 

with the express consent of both 

the government in power and the 

Opposition stands a far better 

chance of convincing the nation 

and all parties contesting elections 

of its neutrality and impartiality. 

II) One hopes that the Supreme 

Court will settle the issue for good 

as it has many other critical 

electoral reforms. It has been a 

guardian angel of democracy and 

has another chance to prove this. 

TOPIC: VIEWS OF DR B.R. 

AMBEDKAR  

Why is it in the news? 

Background? 

I) On November 26th, 73 years 

ago, the Constitution of India 

was adopted, coming into effect 

on January 26, 1950. Since 

2015, the day has been observed 

as Constitution Day, or 

‘Samvidhan Diwas’. 
II) The Constituent Assembly took 

two years, 11 months and 17 days 

to draft the Constitution for 

Independent India. During this 

period, it held 11 sessions covering 

165 days, and its members 

submitted around 7,600 

amendments to the draft 

Constitution. 

III) It was for good reasons that the 

drafting of India’s Constitution was 

such a mammoth exercise — it 

was to determine how a newly 

independent, newly dismembered 

nation would define and govern 

itself. As the exercise went on, 

many questions were raised about 

the Constitution, including over its 

approach to federalism, to the 

protection of minorities’ rights, and 

over the fact that it had borrowed 

heavily from other Constitutions 

around the world. 

IV) Dr BR Ambedkar, the 

Constitution’s chief architect, 

addressed the criticism in his 

speech on November 4, 1948, 

when introducing the Draft 

Constitution in the Constituent 

Assembly.  

Here are his responses on four 

issues:  

1) On the draft Constitution being 

‘unoriginal’,  
2) Over its treatment of minorities,  

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-monsoon-session-live-updates-rajya-sabha-lok-sabha-8035871/
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3) Over it not representing the 

“ancient polity of India”, and  

4) On its approach to fundamental 

rights. 

BORROWED FROM OTHER 

DOCUMENTS 

I) To this, Dr Ambedkar asked 

“whether there can be anything 

new in a Constitution framed at 

this hour in the history of the 

world.” 
II) “More than hundred years have 

rolled over when the first written 

Constitution was drafted. What the 

scope of a Constitution should be 

has long been settled. Given these 

facts, all Constitutions in their 

main provisions must look similar. 

The only new things, if there can 

be any, in a Constitution framed so 

late in the day are the variations 

made to remove the faults and to 

accommodate it to the needs of the 

country. 

III) The charge of producing a blind 

copy of the Constitutions of other 

countries is based, I am sure, on 

an inadequate study of the 

Constitution. I am sure that those 

who have studied other 

Constitutions and who are 

prepared to consider the matter 

dispassionately will agree that the 

Drafting Committee in performing 

its duty has not been guilty of 

such blind and slavish imitation as 

it is represented to be. 

ON “ANCIENT HINDU MODEL OF 

A STATE” 
I) Dr Ambedkar said, another 

criticism against the Draft 

Constitution is that no part of it 

represents the ancient polity of 

India. It is said that the new 

Constitution should have been 

drafted on the ancient Hindu 

model of a State and that instead 

of incorporating Western theories 

the new Constitution should have 

been raised and built upon village 

Panchayats and District 

Panchayats.  

II) There are others who have taken 

a more extreme view. They do not 

want any Central or Provincial 

Governments. They just want India 

to contain so many village 

Governments. The love of the 

intellectual Indians for the village 

community is of course infinite if 

not pathetic. 

III) Dr Ambedkar went on to say 

that this love of village 

communities seemed founded 

largely on “the fulsome praise 

bestowed upon it by Metcalfe [Sir 

Charles Metcalfe], who described 

them as little republics having 

nearly everything that they want 

within themselves”. 
“The existence of these village 

communities each one forming a 

separate little State in itself has 

according to Metcalfe contributed 

more than any other cause to the 

preservation of the people of India, 

through all the revolutions and 

changes which they have suffered, 

and is in a high degree conducive 

to their happiness and to the 

enjoyment of a great portion of the 

freedom and independence. No 

doubt the village communities 

have lasted where nothing else 
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lasts. But those who take pride in 

the village communities do not 

care to consider what little part 

they have played in the affairs and 

the destiny of the country; and 

why?”. 
IV) The survival of the village 

communities was no matter for 

pride, Dr Ambedkar felt. 

“That they have survived through 

all viscisitudes may be a fact. But 

mere survival has no value. The 

question is on what plane they 

have survived. Surely on a low, on 

a selfish level. I hold that these 

village republics have been the 

ruination of India. I am therefore 

surprised that those who condemn 

Provincialism and communalism 

should come forward as 

champions of the village. What is 

the village but a sink of localism, a 

den of ignorance, narrow-

mindedness and communalism? I 

am glad that the Draft 

Constitution has discarded the 

village and adopted the individual 

as its unit”. 
SAFEGUARDS FOR MINORITIES 

I) The chairman of the Drafting 

Committee said that while in 

introducing safeguards for 

minorities, the Committee merely 

followed the “decisions of the 

Constituent Assembly”, “speaking 

for myself, I have no doubt that the 

Constituent Assembly has done 

wisely in providing such 

safeguards for minorities as it has 

done.” 
II) “In this country both the 

minorities and the majorities have 

followed a wrong path. It is wrong 

for the majority to deny the 

existence of minorities. It is equally 

wrong for the minorities to 

perpetuate themselves. A solution 

must be found which will serve a 

double purpose. To diehards who 

have developed a kind of 

fanaticism against minority 

protection I would like to say two 

things. One is that minorities are 

an explosive force which, if it 

erupts, can blow up the whole 

fabric of the State. The history 

of Europe bears ample and 

appalling testimony to this fact. 

The other is that the minorities 

in India have agreed to place 

their existence in the hands of 

the majority.” 
III) Giving the example of Ireland, 

he said, “In the history of 

negotiations for preventing the 

partition of Ireland, Redmond said 

to Carson “ask for any safeguard 

you like for the Protestant minority 

but let us have a United Ireland”. 
Carson’s reply was “Damn your 

safeguards, we don’t want to be 

ruled by you.” No minority in India 

has taken this stand. They have 

loyally accepted the rule of the 

majority which is basically a 

communal majority and not a 

political majority. It is for the 

majority to realize its duty not to 

discriminate against minorities”. 
ON FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 

I) Dr Ambedkar said that 

fundamental rights could not 

mean absolute rights. The most 

criticized part of the Draft 
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Constitution is that which relates 

to Fundamental Rights. It is said 

that Article 13 which defines 

fundamental rights is riddled with 

so many exceptions that the 

exceptions have eaten up the 

rights altogether. It is condemned 

as a kind of deception. In the 

opinion of the critics, fundamental 

rights are not fundamental rights 

unless they are also absolute 

rights. 

II) He then went on to distinguish 

between fundamental and non-

fundamental rights. 

“The real distinction between the 

two is that non-fundamental rights 

are created by agreement between 

parties while fundamental rights 

are the gift of the law. Because 

fundamental rights are the gift of 

the State it does not follow that the 

State cannot qualify them”. 
III) He also said that while critics 

have claimed that fundamental 

rights in America are absolute, 

even in that country, they are 

limited by Supreme Court 

judgments, whereas in India, the 

limitations had been included in 

the Draft Constitution itself. 

“What the Draft Constitution has 

done is that instead of formulating 

fundamental rights in absolute 

terms and depending upon our 

Supreme Court to come to the 

rescue of Parliament by inventing 

the doctrine of police power [as in 

the US], it permits the State 

directly to impose limitations upon 

the fundamental rights”.  

 

 


